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Assignment 
Students will create illustrated vignettes based on the idea of choice that cleverly teach a lesson to the 
reader. Vignettes are based on student’s culture or will continue to look at Esperanza’s culture in The 
House on Mango Street.  
 
Expectations 
Draft your vignettes (2-4, depending on length and substance), taking care to include the elements of an 
effective narrative that you have examined earlier in this unit: 

 An opening or lead that hooks the reader  

 An event retold vividly 

 Details and thorough descriptions of characters and settings 

 The characters’ response to the event, including their feelings and thoughts  

 Effective and purposeful dialogue  

 A reflection on the lesson learned or significance of the experience. 

 Provide illustrations to accompany EACH vignette. You can draw pictures yourself, or you can 
locate appropriate images online or in magazines. Be sure that the illustrations capture the key 
parts of your vignettes and that they add a visual layer to your story. 
 

EVIDENCE OF THE WRITING PROCESS CHECKPOINT #1 
 

Due date:____________________  Teacher initials: ____________________ 

 
Revising Through Self-Assessment 
Answer the following questions before sharing your work with others: 

 What is the strongest aspect of your collection of vignettes at this point? Why? 
 
 

 What are the TWO areas that need the most work at this point? Why?  
 
 

 What revision strategies can you use to improve your draft?  
 
 
 

EVIDENCE OF THE WRITING PROCESS CHECKPOINT #2 
 

Due date:____________________  Teacher initials: ____________________ 

 
Peer Revision 
Share your draft in your writing group and use the Peer Response Form to provide feedback. Then, using 
responses to your draft, revise it for narrative structure and elements, vivid details, and complementary 
illustrations.  
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Revising for Use of Language and Conventions 
Review the grammar and usage tips in this unit as you revise. Be sure to  

 use a variety of sentences with adjectival phrases.  

 look for and address correct use of pronouns and their antecedents.  

 consult the Scoring Guide to aid your revision. 
 

Editing for Publication 

Edit your draft to correct errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. Create a title, and 

assemble your vignettes and illustrations for publication. 

EVIDENCE OF THE WRITING PROCESS CHECKPOINT #3 
 

Due date:____________________  Teacher initials: ____________________ 
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Peer Response Form 

Read your vignette in your writing group, and ask for one member to complete the following.  

1. What story is being told?  

 

 

 

2. What lesson or moral does each vignette put forward? 

 

 

 

3. a. Describe one of the main characters in the vignettes. 

 

 

 

  b. Where should the writer add more details about any of the characters 

       so that readers can understand them better? 

 

 

 

4. a. Describe the main setting of each vignette. 

 

 

 

    b. What other details can be added to give readers a more vivid picture 

        of the setting? 

 

 

 

5. Does the story have dialogue? Is it in proper format? Where could the writer add more dialogue in 

order to make the writing come alive? 

 

 

 

6. Does the draft follow the rules of dialogue with correct punctuation and capitalization? 

 

 

7. What specific revision strategies in this unit do you recommend the writer 

review? Why these? 
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Scoring 
Criteria 

Exceeds Expectations 
20-18 points 

Meets Expectations 
17-16 points 

Below Expectations 
15-14 points 

Unacceptable 
13-0 points 

Points 
Earned 

Ideas The vignettes explain 
and include the idea of 
choice while cleverly 
teaching a lesson. They 
are vividly based on a 
student’s culture or 
creatively continue 
Esperanza’s journey 
from the House on 
Mango Street. They 
skillfully use narrative 
elements to engage the 
reader and lead him/her 
to a satisfying  
conclusion by clearly 
describing the  
setting, revealing key 
attributes of character in 
relation to the choices 
made based on his or 
her culture, and 
establishing realistic  
dialogue that moves the 
action of the plot. 

The vignettes explain 
the idea of choice or 
teach a lesson. The 
vignettes are based on 
a student’s culture or 
continue Esperanza’s 
journey from the House 
on Mango Street. The 
vignettes use narrative  
elements to engage the  
reader by 

• describing the setting 

• revealing aspects of  
character and his or her 
culture 

• creating dialogue that  
advances the plot. 

The vignettes lack an  
explanation of choice or 
may fail to teach a 
lesson. The vignettes do 
not adequately portray 
culture. 
The vignettes are hard 
to follow and do not 
include sufficient use of 
narrative elements to 
assist the reader. 

The vignettes are 
not on topic and/or 
do not use 
narrative elements. 

 

Organization The vignettes are well 
organized and contain a 
clear exposition, 
detailed rising action  
leading to a suspenseful  
climax, and engaging 
falling action that 
cleverly resolves itself, 
revealing a lesson about 
life in the culture 
described. 

The vignettes are 
organized and contain 
the following: 
• exposition 

• rising action 

• conflict  
• climax 

• falling action 

• resolution 

• lesson about life. 

The vignettes are 
unorganized and are 
missing key elements  
of plot structure, culture, 
and  
lessons about life. 

The vignettes are 
not plot-based, 
and/or they do not 
teach about 
life/culture. 

 

Presentation The vignettes include 
many vivid illustrations 
that enhance the ideas 
using effective 
symbolism. 

The vignettes include 
one illustration each that 
connects with the ideas 
presented in the 
vignette. 

The vignettes do not 
each include 
illustrations that 
demonstrate the ideas  
presented. 

No illustrations are 
provided, or they 
are completely 
unrelated to the 
vignettes. 

 

Use of 
Language 

Vivid details are used to 
enhance the 
description. 

Details are attempted to 
enhance the 
description. 

Inappropriate details are 
used and/or the 
description is 
inadequate. 

Details were not 
attempted. 

 

Conventions Writing has few or no 
errors in spelling, 
punctuation, or  
capitalization.  

Spelling, punctuation, 
and capitalization 
mistakes do not detract 
from the myth. 

Spelling, punctuation, 
and capitalization 
mistakes detract from 
meaning and/ 
or readability. 

Spelling, 
punctuation, and 
capitalization 
mistakes prevent 
reading and 
understanding. 

 

Evidence of 
Writing 
Process 

The vignettes 
demonstrate extensive 
evidence of the various 
stages of the writing  
process. All three 
checkpoints were met. 

The vignettes 
demonstrate evidence 
of the various stages of 
the writing  
process. 
Only two of the 
checkpoints were met. 

The vignettes 
demonstrate little  
or no evidence of the 
stages of the writing 
process. 
Only one checkpoint 
was made. 

The vignettes are 
incomplete.  
None of the 
checkpoints were 
met. 

 

 


