
7A EA2: Narrative Poem  Summer, 2013 

 

         Creating a Narrative Poem 

Assignment: 

You will write a narrative poem about yourself involving a choice and consequences or about a choice and consequences 

found in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  You will write in narrative poetic structure (title, stanza, line breaks) while 

including all the plot elements and organization of narrative writing.   This poem needs to take advantage of ‘exploding 

the moment’ strategy.     

Event/Scene:              ____________________________________________________ 

Plan: 

Create a plot diagram and identify the important narrative elements (dialogue, details, characters, setting) about your 

choice and its consequences or any scene from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer involving choice and its consequences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use a pre-writing strategy to create a plan for incorporating these elements into a narrative poem.  

 

 

Status check for your Plan: ____________ 
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Draft: 

Plan and outline your narrative poem.   Write the first draft. 

Once you have the basic structure of your poem, you should begin to include specific sensory details to help your reader 

be able to ‘see’ the setting.  Be sure that you use literary devices including figurative language, graphic elements, and 

word choice to keep your audience hooked.   

 

 

Revise: 

Identify places in your narrative poem where you can refine the structure to enhance its ideas and style. 

Review your Poetic Devices chart on 317-318 of your SpringBoard book, and consider revising the poem to enhance the 

descriptions through poetic devices:  metaphors, similes, imagery, symbols, or other devices.  

Revise your narrative poem to create appropriate line breaks and stanzas. Consider adding a refrain or a pattern of 

repeated words and phrases.  

If possible, share your narrative poem draft with a classmate, and use the Scoring Guide provided with this assignment 
to evaluate each other’s work and ensure it meets or exceeds the expectations.  Using the given feedback,  revise your 
poem accordingly.  

 

 

 

Editing for Publication: 

Proofread your draft to identify mistakes in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  

Edit your draft to correct errors. 

Create an appropriate title for your essay. 
 
Prepare a publishable draft of your narrative poem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Status check for your Draft: ____________ 

Status check for your Revision: _________ 
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7E – EA2: Narrative Poem Rubric 

Criteria  
Exceeds 

Expectations 
Meets 

Expectations 
Below 

Expectations 
Unacceptable Points 

Earned 
(23-25 points) (20-22 points) (18-19 points) (less than 17 points) 

Organization 

The poem uses 
narrative structure 
and elements of plot 
creatively to 
represent the novel. 
The poem skillfully 
blends the 
organization of a 
narrative with the 
structure of a poem 
(title, stanzas, and 
line breaks). 

The poem uses a 
narrative structure 
and elements of plot 
to address the 
concept of choice. 
The poem contains a 
title, stanzas, and line 

breaks. 

The poem somewhat 
uses narrative 
structure or elements 
of plot to represent 
the novel. 
The poem may be 
missing a title, 
stanzas, or line 
breaks. 

The poem does not 
use narrative 
structure or elements 
of plot to represent 
the novel.  
The poem may be 
missing many of the 
following: a title, 
stanzas, or line 

breaks. 

 

Use of 
Language 

The poem contains 
skillful use of poetic 
devices that enhance 
and support larger 
ideas presented in 
the text. 

The poem contains 
adequate use of 
poetic devices to 
enhance and support 
the larger ideas 
presented in the text. 

The poem contains 
moderate use of 
poetic devices to 
enhance and support 
the larger ideas 
presented in the text.  

The poem contains 
few, if any, poetic 
devices to enhance 
the ideas presented 
in the text. 

 

Process 

There is extensive 
evidence that the 
poem reflects the 
various stages of the 
writing process. 
The poem 
demonstrates 
thoughtful planning, 
purposeful revision, 
and careful editing in 
preparation for 
publication. 

There is evidence 
that the poem 
reflects the stages of 
the writing process. 
The poem 
demonstrates 
planning, revision, 
and editing to 
produce a draft that 
is ready for 
publication.  

There is minimal 
evidence that the 
poem reflects the 
stages of the writing 
process. The poem 
demonstrates little 
planning, revision, 
and editing to 
produce a draft that 
is ready for 
publication. 

There is little to no 
evidence that the 
poem reflects the 
stages of the writing 
process. The poem 
demonstrates no 
planning, revision, 
and editing.  The 
draft is not ready for 
publication. 

 

Conventions 

The writer 
demonstrates a 
consistent command 
of spelling, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, 
grammar, usage, and 
sentence variety. 
Minor errors may be 
evident but do not 
distract from the 
clarity of the writing. 
 

The writer 
demonstrates a 
general command of 
spelling, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, 
grammar, usage, and 
sentence variety. 
Minor errors may be 
evident. 
 
 
 

The writer 
demonstrates a 
partial command of 
spelling, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, 
grammar, usage, and 
sentence variety. 
Errors disrupt the 
fluency and meaning 
of the text. 
 
 

The writer does not 
demonstrate 
command of spelling, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, 
grammar, usage, and 
sentence variety. 
Errors disrupt the 
fluency and meaning 
of the text. 
 

 

 

Instructor Comments 
 
 
 

 

 

 


